
   

 

  

 
 

…that John Deere “303” Tractor Fluid specification  
has been obsolete for well over 45 years! 

  
Yep, it’s true, John Deere dropped its original 303 specification in the early 1970s for several reasons; one being that the specification 
was loosely written around chemistry that included sperm whale oil (SWO). It became illegal to use whale oil as a lubricant in the early 
1970s when the Endangered Species Act went into effect. The loss of whale oil had a profound impact in the automotive industry, 
where for example, transmission failures rose from under 1 million in 1972 to over 8 million by 1975
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Despite the fact that John Deere dropped its 303 specification in the early 1970s, tractor hydraulic fluid (THF) sold as “303” THF is still 
on the market and is promoted for its cost-saving advantage. It is sold in various retail outlets including farming, automotive and big 
box stores. It is often displayed with eye catching labels highlighting “green tractors” and often packaged in vibrant bright yellow, 5-
gallon pails.  And while it’s true 303 type fluids often cost much less than high-performance tractor fluids, these savings can be quickly 
gobbled up by lower productivity, reduced cold weather performance, increased brake chatter, and potential costly repair bills.  

This whole “303” controversy came to light a few years ago when a lawsuit was filed by an individual that claimed the bargain priced 
“303” fluid purchased from a local farm store was basically defective and formulated with questionable base oils, inadequately 
additized and labeled with confusing and ambiguous performance claims which all contributed (as claimed by the plaintiff) to 
significant damage to his equipment. It should be noted that the manufacturer of the equipment in this case clearly specified the use 
of a Premium John Deere J20C fluid or equivalent.  

Food for thought before falling into the “303” trap:   
 Premium Tractor Hydraulic Fluids (THF) are truly unique  

Fluids that must lubricate the hydraulic system, transmission,  
differential, final drives, power steering systems, wet brakes,  
PTOs and hydrostatic drive on tractors, logging, mining and  
construction equipment (a big task for “bargain” fluids). 

 Look for fluids that clearly state that they meet current fluid specifications and are recommended for use in equipment that 
specify: John Deere J20C, Case New Holland MAT 3525, Kubota UDT, Massey Ferguson M-1145, Dension HF-0 or other OEM 
specifications outlined in owner’s manual.   

 Ask to see a Product Data Sheet on the fluid. A top quality THF that claims John Deere J20C performance will meet the following 
typical specifications: Viscosity 9.1cSt min. @ 100°C, Brookfield Viscosity @-35°C <70,000cP (a lower number is better), Pour Point 
-33°F max., (a lower number is better), the Viscosity Index (VI) should be 130 minimum (a higher number is better). 

 If you have equipment manufactured after 1970 be sure to look for a premium THF that is formulated to meet current OEM 
specifications to ensure peak operating performance. Gulf Universal Tractor Fluid #331953 and Gulf Synthetic All Season 
Tractor Fluid #331970 have proven performance and will deliver outstanding reliability. 

Check this out→ Sperm Whale Oil (SWO) is actually a liquid wax that has very unique  
properties; it remains liquid even at sub-zero temperatures. It is a superb friction modifier  
in its natural state and can be treated with sulphur and other additives to create a low cost 
 lubricant offering excellent low temperature performance and excellent resistant to extreme  
pressures. Back in the day, SWO was used in wet brake applications, like the 303 type fluid, 
certain greases, automotive differentials, wet clutch applications and early ATFs where the  
extra stick/slip performance was needed.  
1) [Landis, Phil. Gears for the Transmission Rebuilding Industry. Oxnard: Automatic Transmission Rebuilders Association, 2010. Print.] 
  

 

 

Gulf Lubricants Technical Advisor is available to answer your questions concerning specific lubricant applications or cross reference inquiries. 

Please email questions to:  customerservice@nu-tierbrands.com 
Distributed by Nu-Tier Brands, Inc., Tulsa, Oklahoma under license from Gulf Oil LP, Made in the USA 
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Tractor Hydraulic Fluid Timeline 

November 28, 2017 

The Petroleum Quality Institute of America (PQIA) received a considerable amount of 
feedback when we reported in our November 17th issue that the Missouri Department 
of Agriculture (MDA) removed "303" tractor hydraulic fluid (THF) from sale in the state. 
Nearly all who contacted PQIA expressed support of the MDA's decision and many feel 
this action should be implemented by other states in an effort to help protect farmers' 
equipment and level the playing field for marketers and retailers to compete. They add, 
however, that such implementation should allow time for marketers to cycle in current-
spec products to avoid costly recalls.  

 

 A significant number of those who responded to PQIA's article agreed to the reasons 
the MDA removed 303 THF from sale. As made clear in the MDA's Consumer 
Protection Alert, "The John Deere (JD) 303 designation is 57 years old and has been 
obsolete for 43 years. In addition, there are no specifications available for 303 Tractor 
Hydraulic Fluids and, as such, products making only '303' claims cannot be tested to 
assure compliance with any known specifications. This action is being taken to protect 
tractor owners from equipment damage." 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEo0QNWqtd4riOOK3OwXLTTGhN2vb968q-8IPiNpXwD9q0eJhYovGhv3tQ_w2C7_GvLMdfCh6T4QFoh1KUIN0irGMmIWBXsD3489-qm4Tupj_UnNnmTlmHUucgF0J3Enohas91kNSosUvQSgfPkhXYUMeN-HE42G-hIDB8Dpjnako_PQTSUT3jEAgfZjEIxs-cVxYdvrricLkup64vJqwoiU5LL-MG8nLzQGAKo8-FYDY-xoynVy3OUMmWJP5ukM0kQcU2KMUZa7U=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbE9C4aa9SUJ6SqmLgbuGXrnnKRRmxYmHoAQC577l8sfwwg3q-O8c85bfSW_IkLpRBJkJT3vob8NJs13tqNbRUwiiEvDe8PQQo4QnJVaAqEKCUckD_5O6SwThdykYkizUMFrnomcfCBZtD5uhP7N9we5_6STPdAPc1yEuyruN1iZ5cdrFFci2GBdVyzF6NrCQcAGOO2GQ4l_IrkMzeMzpEtPfTInDfC2zKBGP0iuIMt1jA=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbE9C4aa9SUJ6SqmLgbuGXrnnKRRmxYmHoAQC577l8sfwwg3q-O8c85bfSW_IkLpRBJkJT3vob8NJs13tqNbRUwiiEvDe8PQQo4QnJVaAqEKCUckD_5O6SwThdykYkizUMFrnomcfCBZtD5uhP7N9we5_6STPdAPc1yEuyruN1iZ5cdrFFci2GBdVyzF6NrCQcAGOO2GQ4l_IrkMzeMzpEtPfTInDfC2zKBGP0iuIMt1jA=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEHht6DFqzPS7U80e7omSXbATByOdGjztACpZ004r9_fkSjW0kh6vRlwy84gh3jbuxeW-yVbRZS4tzZUoCkEd81Phh2FvKwmbghtX8v-F5Na3rgWaKGhdg2qAqA7lcO93bHyz2OA8uYfhUp1YL1LpcHlTZWg5RiFFWuwg8IuvupWZfaJWHX1qRI5JaNeDhcil8cS_hOSoZK8Om72Su5MNFkOUXu1cBvnl0KS0qWumLxQNnN_uBRxq8_lXhn2VdI46cM-Xn_uxyCA4LSl_4UFLZMGr2MXQNYYoQfkFYuSi40rt1P5cGbixk9nF7XSzX2UftkYCykORmf2nhbSwJyFe0XScsa0cWMq8md8s7y84-tXgA5BuT0z99vvqRC-nsqm8YOs4WwO1Nlyc9z_qYclcAhjPSVXcjjzOLaUoP2dEKCPcZD_4uTIsEpevDAXtPvTydtX4MThsi7e-ss8orWyQdJQ==&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEyYeebZKvnuYLgjNpOsSeX4fPfD4BT3zkmvaYzaTlHx9Sa6HRTq7vIhwX4Z4jp3j_2-Qlq5Na6iB_H7GgX4Y_0IMpqkdIVc63sZCK4SIrJPdEa0sxMpTs-56fyPxVyOVKwPYFmEapNaYy30cVUsQ0G5ZdvCBJq9b5duLGHCtiC4aYlHVrXvkACDKd5-k5LVnRmPMZqCN7PMUNb_F_9WPZXlM_jg66aAxio0WP53bxRo4=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEyDnImupV7UTX9t9YSVL2byhWpv0P1MMi5Q76Ez8c3ornZtl0lQGQVsmKhtn1MOUrvSNI0lIdN9cJ5W-9sqn5ZS1gSZUQw1dd8u9rY6ZiBlkRi4ggqSf9_8LJMwRb57YewNQB-8DB_YZrpauQ8sEJ_5vbZtDkOE1IlseQ4w18JIlOuKFs3zipuCfJ4SrG-Qwr0u2gIM7AUzaI9Lcv-7j3rHuvw6W_v7N1vbewFdED8IpojZVRnf0mvc9wgNmmORR2zYRomGWeGqixPsa796RRa2wRx1IQvKeT&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEJ9qID36aJo3v4ZQ-mrGFZyTPFRBd_dYNHOaIGwx0qZs3TjoyUzRexQs6xEZGb82YPQQJTwQVU-bXrslGZEGs80I8bhaWq4HRbjtosxTmmkYQmmjaPbx5AfPJ-AaBoFg7a5-OT9bQjv5tnyCDWqK8dz4gtG3RUSG6YKPA1PJR2lZ86vb-D51233J4Hnkeet0RTOsJxA3KAISut_UrHmr622m9knfWW66jHvczKTgd0JME9d5JwAZY1o2opcKdzxMK&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEJ9qID36aJo3v4ZQ-mrGFZyTPFRBd_dYNHOaIGwx0qZs3TjoyUzRexQs6xEZGb82YPQQJTwQVU-bXrslGZEGs80I8bhaWq4HRbjtosxTmmkYQmmjaPbx5AfPJ-AaBoFg7a5-OT9bQjv5tnyCDWqK8dz4gtG3RUSG6YKPA1PJR2lZ86vb-D51233J4Hnkeet0RTOsJxA3KAISut_UrHmr622m9knfWW66jHvczKTgd0JME9d5JwAZY1o2opcKdzxMK&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbELFyqrTGTajW6lfLCIbaTOYNJoxpJ8d_M8ZBQ91Rv6r3_Xru2vDSikrHMqdo3PO7yHm6k0pfHw6ZnNL5TNQN35iXxpfdCnPciku9fY_YArRvs_RvHtnM63KGi9zNTpoShYiNFgRi9WgXTs06oRFScGKBdwMrfJP3KhrsLGjzhXSCOlaakGs-0baJwtfb8EfCnZi2MtUEqf4gqNuCbP1XN4htYW1oYI4_xWp0mLAup5g0=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbELFyqrTGTajW6lfLCIbaTOYNJoxpJ8d_M8ZBQ91Rv6r3_Xru2vDSikrHMqdo3PO7yHm6k0pfHw6ZnNL5TNQN35iXxpfdCnPciku9fY_YArRvs_RvHtnM63KGi9zNTpoShYiNFgRi9WgXTs06oRFScGKBdwMrfJP3KhrsLGjzhXSCOlaakGs-0baJwtfb8EfCnZi2MtUEqf4gqNuCbP1XN4htYW1oYI4_xWp0mLAup5g0=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEQettc6lKIKtKIHP7kOg2VGsR4KCCMtQwaInK3t1V4oimnlzkDESsKQrFY9bg8dAXGIiFDb1mnnQKFvd3w8S6smh1yYkrUQQXyb4JkpQFFC0ukz0XbLeXSK6H6cc6cKHILWJo-Ll0wDydcJBOeH6OW4hEP4CJxyvpd1gmWnOMQPtNKYtyD2916pWTwyixao5gcF04Ro3Sj2LaTGozCbqwOgfwy9q7-cGy-wRa_3xRcwWuuMLC7xS0MQ==&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEwOnctJb6LZ2GDd-bu9Ez0a5Z7-jQWUVzHhFMe2SJ_KHEbbcMmZMKbKqrebfHqxG4rdTF5tyKHKrAqttch1nzJgBI2BKsTymGSCX-5GOfbipfVMVfrh5efJ_dR0bXT5XKEos_pmrstBX0ED9jQt_SZGH1LjwXekFeolmk309l8Pi4Nri6xMlWWHl9JEg24AOya2L6RyYythbICHnWpZiqjnEgmihLWksoNVf5cYExgWM=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cv2Jy1qaq9XWgjl9THORxrCTvIZHakTBCxgRSd9Za0BYA8bOAVeD4phzKAmdHhtfrBBY-YTKl1U0afanZsbGpvRekgI-L1wIcW2LxogzdlcJvKgIPeg7LFHJsDKRgnajpEk03UF0Ws10D9qxC78yHMJ2m9e3jbCI0a-NRajKL6pRskS5_jfR1bGp7_NhFoJ4qeSDlyT6983tVmdNtCs3B_MszZKHYz0O4RXqnIolwnVEGbJpeQSNepM=&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEp3HcDi8OIdrPxqCpH9Wrj38IJSZvKFCzsWTHP3m7w1SR1IIQMEu2M1XkNt2uuUm9eyTQWgzoUMPAc8nP9qH4Mx0FMiA06EkkMNHZwm1Bd-PXo64tc2MqndeFrBedh8HtVwFKvp87dGHHvs8lJB61sQRwpjJIst-wj8JRh2hAONpPZOaRSMPVCUplmrSsZeLsQsqcdv00hdsiKE2xj6-uKm1dovr8F92BN2B1_qkEWlo64xqLlAc8y2KqVq_AW85m&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4Cphh2Fz3oNbEp3HcDi8OIdrPxqCpH9Wrj38IJSZvKFCzsWTHP3m7w1SR1IIQMEu2M1XkNt2uuUm9eyTQWgzoUMPAc8nP9qH4Mx0FMiA06EkkMNHZwm1Bd-PXo64tc2MqndeFrBedh8HtVwFKvp87dGHHvs8lJB61sQRwpjJIst-wj8JRh2hAONpPZOaRSMPVCUplmrSsZeLsQsqcdv00hdsiKE2xj6-uKm1dovr8F92BN2B1_qkEWlo64xqLlAc8y2KqVq_AW85m&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4CvY3fJwXykw4wD9qZ0DLGeTnIPHNqV-RjJh-u3fZ7-LxXdLPAWBFId8z0ELLPUscmjEwwTudPLBvv7P2RK9qbCVjZ2r1DeoID-9IbXN-2sBiSPHxgJswP73pSDi-ZxDqunM33BaVNNBwcATvujrfUQswBJO5sBIj3Ey8ZP-ZtL2osEnX6ok00K1a8aVJq46uvXVozeB1iE7owYh6Jm2a5zYATphxihMDbeqTezE4OF7lojSJKmbcX4YErBVQyr80FQ==&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4CvY3fJwXykw4wD9qZ0DLGeTnIPHNqV-RjJh-u3fZ7-LxXdLPAWBFId8z0ELLPUscmjEwwTudPLBvv7P2RK9qbCVjZ2r1DeoID-9IbXN-2sBiSPHxgJswP73pSDi-ZxDqunM33BaVNNBwcATvujrfUQswBJO5sBIj3Ey8ZP-ZtL2osEnX6ok00K1a8aVJq46uvXVozeB1iE7owYh6Jm2a5zYATphxihMDbeqTezE4OF7lojSJKmbcX4YErBVQyr80FQ==&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4CjqtL_oniVTcem64krGEzXF0CO5y-VjkeB8CiB-vdvDmVCSxuoTYlMyeYPiTz3bLJOLCOH9a3ivQN12AzqQjAdTfCfR4R8sw6BmuqHf1zHOoVt95--Hfq3cnPfk_r5xnJ2yQO-94svYdQfz3LpELKccBEyTcYrIKnHLHtDDzjXFizsP7pZamilz75dZ7TM9_dMy1TbOCIbl13CL2YA39A_SLEe9SP0jV0373Py0eHrO49GmS4l8Ql46t4VhUfOwKzL5YgDCq7UnJoE55sZP2qg-DlRUJuAFgLQswzidJ0KT_&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pSFHaX2tbib3QgjuJF_AY4H05wrZhYAWidg0uaMz7G_vgKr_SWY4CjqtL_oniVTcem64krGEzXF0CO5y-VjkeB8CiB-vdvDmVCSxuoTYlMyeYPiTz3bLJOLCOH9a3ivQN12AzqQjAdTfCfR4R8sw6BmuqHf1zHOoVt95--Hfq3cnPfk_r5xnJ2yQO-94svYdQfz3LpELKccBEyTcYrIKnHLHtDDzjXFizsP7pZamilz75dZ7TM9_dMy1TbOCIbl13CL2YA39A_SLEe9SP0jV0373Py0eHrO49GmS4l8Ql46t4VhUfOwKzL5YgDCq7UnJoE55sZP2qg-DlRUJuAFgLQswzidJ0KT_&c=XzX-4u_fv8hhMf_QLIl91PHd7_lw_fwShnic2pnq7hCRUHW8IQvgYw==&ch=uDaHsGCWZXY7Qohq6XUlwl0S7MotkA9ogRK2msCB0l4uAbK2KrqXpQ==
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Another issue that surfaced from the feedback PQIA receive is that many in- and 
outside of the lubricants business will benefit from a simple to understand chart 
illustrating the timeline for John Deere THF specifications and where "303" fluids fit in. 
In response, PQIA created the reference guide shown above.  

  

Note: As stated in the Missouri Department of Agriculture Consumer Protection Alert, 
"Companies have been given the opportunity to revise their claims on the container to 
clearly identify the appropriate use of the product therein. The Department is working 
with manufacturers, distributors and retailers to ensure a low-cost product with accurate 
labeling is available in the State of Missouri." 

Click for MDA Consumer Protection Alert   

 

Missouri Orders 303 Tractor Hydraulic Fluids Out of the State 

November 17, 2017 

The State of Missouri Department of Agriculture Weights, Measures & Consumer 
Protection Division ordered that effective immediately Tractor Hydraulic Fluid (THF) 
labeled only as "303" can no longer be sold in the state, and the reason why is clear.  
 
The John Deere (JD) 303 designation is 57 years old and has 
been obsolete for 43 years. In addition, there are no 
specifications available for 303 THF, and as such products 
making only "303" claims cannot be tested to assure 
compliance with any known specifications. Because of this, in 
the interest of protecting consumers, the State of Missouri 
ordered that "303" THF cannot be sold in the state.  
 
Missouri's banning the sale of "303" THF will have a 
significant impact due to the proliferation of 303 fluids in the 
market. These fluids are typically sold as low cost THFs and 
account for a very significant share of total THF sales. In fact, 
in some markets they are the leading type sold. Further, they 
are produced and sold by many lubricant manufacturers, 
marketers and retailers in the US and some have already received Stop Sale orders 
from the State of Missouri Department of Agriculture Weights, Measures & Consumer 
Protection Division.  
 
Although not necessarily a shot heard around the world, the actions taken by the state 
of Missouri will most certainly send a clear message to marketers, retailers and farmers 
in other states. Because whereas the State of Missouri is the first to ban the sale of 303 
THF, chances are others will follow. 

  

Related Stories: 

 The Yellow Bucket 
 The Games People Play with THF  

 

Let PQIA Know 
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 Please contact PQIA 
at the link below if you 

too would like to 
support PQIA's efforts 

to help assure the 
quality of lubricants in 

the marketplace. 

 
  

 CLICK TO  
CONTACT PQIA   

 

PQIA ADVISORY 
BOARD 

The Petroleum Quality 
Institute of America's 

Advisory Board 
comprises a 

distinguished group of 
professionals with 

prominence in a broad 
range of fields in the 
lubricants business. 

 
  

The role of the 
Advisory Board is to 

provide PQIA's 
management with 
guidance, advice, 

recommendations and 
counsel in how to best 
pursue PQIA's purpose 

and mission. 

  

Click here for 
Advisory Board 

Members 

  

 

Help support PQIA's efforts to assure the quality and integrity of 
lubricants in the market. 

  

The Petroleum Quality Institute of America's mission is to serve the consumer of 
lubricants by testing and reporting on the quality and integrity of lubricants in the 
marketplace. It is expected that this improved visibility of quality will lead to wider 
conformance by lubricant manufacturers to specification and performance claims.  

  
We can't do it alone.   

       
To find out how you can help support PQIA's efforts, contact us at 732-910-0017 

 or by email at tglenn@pqia.org.  

  

 

 

 

Report Concerns About Lubricant Quality to PQIA.  Information provided is 
Treated as Confidential and Callers can remain anonymous. Or email PQIA 
at:  tips@pqia.org  
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